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February 9, f983

Inspection |Gmo
Eo Coal Fi le:

RE: Co-op Mining CooPanY
Bear Canvon Mioe
PG-r/oL5/625 fr4
fuEry County; trtah

Ihe above ooted nine was given a partial inspection on February 2, L983 by
John lltritehead and Joe lblfrich. The inspectors riere accompanied by Dennis
White and Wendell Or^ren of Co+p Mining Omrpany. The purpose of Ehe inspection
$ras to follo!,, up on the aba tetrlenc acEions which should have been underEaken
for N82-5-2-10 issued Deceurber 16, L982.

the majority of the non-coa I waste m€terial deposited on Lhe uppermosE Pad
area which was the subject of l{0V I of l0 bad been rennved. Die Eo partial
compliance by the operator Ehis violation rdas extended to an abatesenE
deadline of March 4, f983 to allor renpval of Ehe renaining noo-coal waste.

Storage of mining equipmenE along Ehe main access road approxina EeLy I/4
mile down cbe access road from the scalehouse had noE been reapved as required
in the abateoenE actions of NOV 2, 4, and 8 of 10. A.c a resulE cessacion
order 83-5-l-4, parts l, 2 and 4 were issued for failure Eo abate the
violat ions.

PerimeEer markers which cleatly delineated the perireEer of all areas
affected by surface operacions had- been insEalled. 

-The 
markers consisced of

roof bolts painted wiEh orange spray painE. The mine idencif icat ion sign was
not observable, however during the inspection !,1r. 0^ren propped Ehe sign up.
Tfrus l.lOV 3 of 10 t.las EerminaEed wiEh Ehe understanding that che mine
idenEification sign would need Eo be insEalled in a permanenE fashion aE the
enErance Eo Ehe Bear Canyon minsite.

Partial abaEenent acEion had been underEaken Eo abaEe NOV 5 of 10. The
Eopsoil pile locaced beEween Ehe sediment pond and che proposed baEhhouse pad
had been proEected via a straw bale dyke around the perirneEer of Ehe Pile.
tlrwever Ehe Eopsoil sEockpile locaEed southhrest of che coal stockpile pad area
had not been properly proEecEed. Approximately 7 straw bales had been placed
in a locaEion near Ehe base of che topsoil however Ehese bales provided little
i f  any procecEion to the sEockpile. AddiEional ly, ic was pointeci out Eo Ehe
operaEoi EhaE Ehe Eemporary work Eo divert Ehe undisturbed diversion which had
been dissecEing Ehe sEockpile was noE adequace co meet permanent performance
sEandards. As a resulE of Ehe parEial abaEemenE acEion NOV 5 of l0 was
exEended to an abacement deadline of March 4, 1983.
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The taork to renove Ehe rocks, boulders, and other material placed in Ehe
Bear Creek stream channel as a resulE of the construction activities
associated wiEh Ebe scale tuas de.'ned adeouate to abaLe NOV 6 of l0; this
violation was Eermina ted

The abatemeot action to address NOV 7 of 10 dealing $riEh mainEaining
sediment control uEasures Eo ninioize erosion bad not been undertaken by che
oDerator. Of the 4 areas naned in Ehe Dortion of Ehe ooeration to $rhich Ebe
o6cice applies in NOv 7 of 10, only partial abatement aition had been
undertaken in one area. A small bero had been insEalled above che domslope
fror Ehe fan and portal area as was noted in the inspection of January 25,
1983. Since that inspecEion had been perforured, mine $rater discharge had been
rouEed througb that bern onto the domslope further continuing co erode in Ebe
rills that were presenE. As a resulE of the failure by the operaEor !o
address Ehe abatanent raork required a cessatioo order for failure Eo abaEe was
issued. this was included in part 3 of C83-5-1-4.

ltre disturbed atea diversion diEch which was Ehe subject of NoV 9 of 1.0
had oot been adequaEely addressed by the operator alEhough some work had been
performed since the inspecEion of January 25, L983. The area wbere disturbed
area runoff was leavine the diversion ditch had been addressed wiEh earEhen
material Eo increase tEe size of tbe bern. tbroever, as bras noted in the
inspection of January 25, L983 a second area persisEed which r.nu ld allor
disturbed area draioage Eo leave Ehe perili t area unEreaEed. The operaEor was
advised that Ehis diversion diEch needed Eo be nnintained Eo assure proPer
depth and sizing allow design flow vol unes Eo be safely conveyed co fully
abaEe this NoV. Because of the parEial abatemenc measures undertaken by Ehe
operaEor Ehis NOV was exEended Eo 6n abacemenc deadline of March 4, 1983.

The diversions aod inlets leadine Eo Ehe cacch basin locaEed souEhltest of
Ehe scalehouse which was Ehe subjecE of NOV l0 of l0 had been addressed in
parE by the operacor. The nreasures which were underEaken by Ehe operacor h,ere
deered as Esnporsry in nature and not adequaEe Eo meet performance sEandards
according to UFlc regulacions. As a result of Ehe operacots parEial ccrnpliance
the abaEemenE deadline was extended Eo March 4, L983.

As was noEed previously, during this inspecEion mine water discharge was
being conveyed inEo EIre undisturbed drainage channel which begins below the
area adjacent Eo Ehe fan. I t  was also noced EhaE the coal in Ehe bin alnve
the crushing faci l i ty had overf loryed Ehe I imits of the bin and f i l led F)rt ions
of the undisEurbed drainage channel, concaminaEing i t  r^t iEh coal material.
Addit ional ly, iE was noEed thar signif icanE a,nounts of coal f ines were Present
in the undisEurbed drainage channel. aI i  adding Eo contamination t l f  Ehe
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undisturbed drainage channel. As a result NOV N83-5-2-2, #2 of 2 was issued
for failure to design, construcE aod Daintain diversions in accordance with
UMC 917,43, and failure to maintain sediment conErol ineasures so as to Prevent
contributions of additional suspended solids to tunoff ouEside Ehe PermiE
area. Reuedial accion required- cleaning all coal and otber cootatrlinates frm
the ditch, preventing mine water effluent frm being conveyeci in the ditcb,
and submitting ccmplEte and adequate plans for consiruction and naiDtenance of
the undisturH diversion to ptoperly convey trod i stur bed drainage for this
area. The plans shall include cimtables for implenrentaLion upon approval of
Ehe plans bt the Division. The Eisre for abatemeirt was no laEer than l4arch 7,
1983 for al l  parts.

i\dditionally during the inspecEion l,tr. Wendel I Owen was requested to
prov:tde the inspectors wiEh the appropri€te permiEs for the septic Eank sehrage
disposal systen $rbich had beeo partialiy installed. Mr. Owen was unable Eo
proiride any permits Eo the insp;cEors. A.s a result NoV M3-5-2-2, #l of 2 was
issued for failure Lo conducE sutface coal nine oDeraEions under permits
issued by the Division. the operaEor had partialiy insEalled septic tanks at
Ehe southern end of the trailer bouse adiacenE Eo Ehe Eruck scales and on the
lrestern side of the proposed bathhouse pid. BoEh of Ehese systetrLs were close
enough to Bear Creek , i perennial strean, and could cause fecal coliforrl
conE;mination problens. the reuFdial acEion, required no laEer Ehan March 7,
1983, was Eo submiE cqpleEe and adequaEe plans Eo properly PermiE Ehe sewage
Ereabnent and disposal systen for the Bear Canyon Mine. Mditionally, Ehe
operaEor was requesLed Eo cease any furcher construcEion acEiviLy on Che
sewage syst€ms unEil plans are approved.

During the inspecEion it was noEed EhaE Ehe diversion diEch l^,hich runs
roughly notth and iouth along and below Ehe eascern side of the coal scockpile
pad was in need of sEinEenance to assure EhaC appropriate sizing was
rrincain.d Eo cobvey snotmelE. The operaEor wai'advised of Ehe-need Eo
mainEain tbis di Ech.
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JOHN J. I^IHITEHEAD
FIELD SPECIALIST

JJI^I/ Im

cc: Joe Helfr ich,  D0G'1
Tonr Ehmet[, OSM
Ev Flooper, DOG\'[
Da ve Da r by , DOGI'I
Ri ck Sunrners , DOGM
Wendell Guen, Co-op Mining Company

S ta t i s t i c s :

See Sold ier  Canyon Mine memo,  da[ed February  9 ,  1983.


